
Under the Taliban regime, Sharia law was interpreted to forbid a wide variety of 

previously lawful activities in Afghanistan. One Taliban list of prohibitions included: 

pork, pig, pig oil, anything made from human hair, satellite dishes, cinematography, and 

equipment that produces the joy of music, pool tables, chess, masks, alcohol, tapes, 

computers, VCRs, television, anything that propagates sex and is full of music, wine, 

lobster, nail polish, firecrackers, statues, sewing catalogs, pictures, Christmas cards.  

 

They also got rid of employment, education, and sports for all women, dancing, clapping 

during sports events, kite flying, and characterizations of living things, no matter if they 

were drawings, paintings, photographs, stuffed animals, or dolls. Men had to have a fist 

size beard at the bottom of their chin. Conversely, they had to wear their head hair short. 

Men had to wear a head covering. 

 


