
Slavery – Jim Crow – Civil Rights 

 

Approximately the first 19 Africans (brought as slaves) to reach the English colonies arrived in 

Jamestown, Virginia, in 1619. 

 

From 1619 to 1865, about 600,000 slaves were transported to America, or 5% of the 12 million 

slaves taken from Africa. An estimated 4.9 million slaves from Africa were brought to Brazil 

during the period from 1501 to 1866. 

 

The Civil War started because of uncompromising differences between the free and slave states 

over the power of the national government to prohibit slavery in the territories that had not yet 

become states. ... The event that triggered war came at Fort Sumter in Charleston Bay on April 

12, 1861. 

 

President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, as the 

nation approached its third year of bloody civil war. The proclamation declared "that all persons 

held as slaves" within the rebellious states "are, and henceforward shall be free." 

 

After the Civil War, with the protection of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth 

Amendments to the Constitution and the Civil Rights Act of 1866, African Americans enjoyed 

a period when they were allowed to vote, actively participate in the political process, acquire the 

land of former owners, seek their own employment, and use public accommodations. 

 

Jim Crow law, in U.S. history, any of the laws that enforced racial segregation in the South 

between the end of Reconstruction in 1877 and the beginning of the civil rights movement in 

the 1950s. Black codes were strict laws detailing when, where and how freed slaves could work, 

and for how much compensation. The codes appeared throughout the South as a legal way to 

put black citizens into indentured servitude, to take voting rights away, to control where they 

lived and how they traveled and to seize children for labor purposes. 

 

A five-year study published in 2015 by the Equal Justice Initiative found that nearly 3,959 black 

men, women, and children were lynched in the twelve Southern states between 1877 and 1950. 

 

The civil rights movement was a mass popular movement to secure for African Americans 

equal access to and opportunities for the basic privileges and rights of U.S. citizenship. 

Although the roots of the movement go back to the 19th century, it peaked in the 1950s and 

1960s. 

 

President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964—legislation initiated by 

President John F. Kennedy before his assassination. 

 

When President Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act into law on August 6, 1965, he took the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 several steps further. The new law banned all voter literacy tests and 



provided federal examiners in certain voting jurisdictions. It also allowed the attorney general to 

contest state and local poll taxes.  

 

The civil rights movement had tragic consequences for two of its leaders in the late 1960s. On 

February 21, 1965, former Nation of Islam leader and Organization of Afro-American Unity 

founder Malcolm X was assassinated at a rally. 

 

On April 4, 1968, civil rights leader and Nobel Peace Prize recipient Martin Luther King, Jr. 

was assassinated on his hotel room’s balcony. Emotionally-charged looting and riots followed, 

putting even more pressure on the Johnson administration to push through additional civil rights 

laws. 

 

The Fair Housing Act became law on April 11, 1968, just days after King’s assassination. It 

prevented housing discrimination based on race, sex, national origin and religion. It was also 

the last legislation enacted during the civil rights era. 


