Name ____________________________________________

Nonfiction Reading Analysis: Focusing on the Author and Writing Techniques
Article Location: Reading Materials tab in shoopenglish.weebly.com. Completion Directions: a) While reading the Black Canyon article, think about the best one-sentence response (compound, complex, compound-complex) for each writing/reading area, below. When finished, create your graded response. The author is unnamed so refer to them as – the author. Remember, no “I, you, we, etc.” 

Method of Organization – How does the author organize the content of the subject. Think about “order” or “classification” or “pattern.” Please examine page 78 if you need help with organization methods.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Author’s Perspective - The viewpoint that an author brings to a piece of writing. Sometimes the author’s perspective is recognizable through the tone of a piece. The author's perspective is how the author feels about the subject. TIPS: Thinking about an author's main reason for writing helps readers set a purpose for reading a selection. Authors may use different text structures depending on their purpose.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Author’s Purpose - An author’s purpose is his or her reason for creating a piece of writing. The purpose may be to entertain, to explain or to inform, to express an opinion, or to persuade readers to do or believe something. An author may have more than one purpose for writing, but usually one is the most important. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Author's Point of View - Author’s viewpoint is the way an author looks at a topic or the ideas being described. Viewpoint includes the content and the language used to present the data. Thoughtful readers decipher an author’s point of view, opinions, hypotheses, assumptions, and possible bias.  The authors intended meaning is what the author wants readers to understand.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tone - An expression of a writer’s attitude toward a subject. Unlike mood, which is intended to shape the reader’s emotional response, tone reflects the feelings of the writer. Tone can be serious, humorous, sarcastic, playful, ironic, bitter, objective, and so on.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Passage Quote - Locate and fully record the passage quote from the article that you believe does the best job of making the reader feel as though they are physically present at the location.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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