
• "Winston had disliked her from the very first moment of seeing her. He knew the reason. It was because of the 

atmosphere of hockey-fields and cold baths and community hikes and general clean-mindedness which she 

managed to carry about her. He disliked nearly all woman, and especially the young and pretty ones, who were 

the most bigoted adherents of the party, the swallowers of slogans, the amateur spies and nosers-out of 

unorthodoxy." 

 

• "The thought police would get him just the same. He had committed--would have committed, even if he had 

never set pen to paper--the essential crime that contained all others in itself. Thoughtcrime, they called it. 

Thoughtcrime was not a thing that could be concealed forever. You might dodge successfully for a while, even 

for years, but sooner or later they were bound to get you." 

 

• "People simply disappeared, always during the night. Your name was removed from the registers, every record 

of everything you had ever done was wiped out, your one-time existence was denied and then forgotten. You 

were abolished, annihilated: vaporized was the usual word." 

 

• "Parsons was Winston's fellow employee at the Ministry of Truth. He was a fattish but active man of 

paralyzing stupidity, a mass of imbecile enthusiasms-one of those completely unquestioning, devoted drudges 

on whom, more even than on the thought police, the stability of the Party depended." 

 

• "Nearly all children nowadays were horrible. What was worst of all was that by means of such organizations 

as the Spies they were systematically turned into ungovernable little savages, and yet this produced in them no 

tendency whatever to rebel against the discipline of the Party. On the contrary, they adored the Party and 

everything connected with it... All their ferocity was turned outwards, against the enemies of the State, against 

foreigners, traitors, saboteurs, thought-criminals. It was almost normal for people over thirty to be frightened of 

their own children." 

 

• "Thoughtcrime does not entail death: thoughtcrime is death." 

 

• "If the Party could thrust its hand into the past and say this or that even, it never happened-that, surely, was 

more terrifying than mere torture and death." 

 

• "And if all others accepted the lie which the Party imposed-if all records told the same tale-then the lie passed 

into history and became truth. 'Who controls the past' ran the Party slogan, 'controls the future: who controls the 

present controls the past.'" 

 

• “War is peace.  Freedom is slavery.  Ignorance is strength.” 

 

• “If you want a picture of the future, imagine a boot stamping on a human face—forever.” 

 

• “He who controls the past controls the future. He who controls the present controls the past.” 

 

• "Day by day and almost minute by minute the past was brought up to date. In this way every prediction made 

by the Party could be shown by documentary evidence to have been correct; nor was any item of news, or any 

expression of opinion, which conflicted with the needs of the moment, ever allowed to remain on record. All 

history was a palimpsest, scraped clean and reinscribed exactly as often as was necessary." 

 

• "Don't you see that the whole aim of Newspeak is to narrow the range of thought?... Has it ever occurred to 

your, Winston, that by the year 2050, at the very latest, not a single human being will be alive who could 

understand such a conversation as we are having now?... The whole climate of thought will be different. In fact, 

there will be no thought, as we understand it now. Orthodoxy means not thinking-not needing to think. 

Orthodoxy is unconsciousness." 

 



• "It was terribly dangerous to let your thoughts wander when you were in any public place or within range of a 

telescreen. The smallest thing could give you away. A nervous tic, an unconscious look of anxiety, a habit of 

muttering to yourself--anything that carried with it the suggestion of abnormality, of having something to hide. 

In any case, to wear an improper expression on your face...; was itself a punishable offense. There was even a 

word for it in Newspeak: facecrime..." 

 

• “But if thought corrupts language, language can also corrupt thought.” 

 

• “It's a beautiful thing, the destruction of words.” 

 

• "Your worst enemy, he reflected, was your nervous system. At any moment the tension inside you was liable 

to translate itself into some visible symptom." 

 

• "If there was hope, it must lie in the proles, because only there, in those swarming disregarded masses, eighty-

five percent of the population of Oceania, could the force to destroy the Party ever be generated." 

 

• "Until they become conscious they will never rebel, and until after they they have rebelled they cannot become 

conscious." 

 

• "In Oceania at the present day, Science, in the old sense, has almost ceased to exist. In Newspeak there is no 

word for 'Science.' The empirical method of thought, on which all the scientific achievements of the past were 

founded, is opposed to the most fundamental principles of Ingsoc." 

 

• "Oceania has no capital, and its titular head is a person whose whereabouts nobody knows." 

 

• "Sanity is not statistical." 

 

• "It was curious to think that the sky was the same for everybody, in Eurasia or Eastasia as well as here. And 

the people under the sky were also very much the same--everywhere, all over the world, hundreds or thousands 

of millions of people just like this, people ignorant of one another's existence, held apart by walls of hatred and 

lies, and yet almost exactly the same--people who had never learned to think but were storing up in their hearts 

and bellies and muscles the power that would one day overturn the world." 

 

• “Now I will tell you the answer to my question. It is this. The Party seeks power entirely for its own sake. We 

are not interested in the good of others; we are interested solely in power, pure power. What pure power means 

you will understand presently. We are different from the oligarchies of the past in that we know what we are 

doing. All the others, even those who resembled ourselves, were cowards and hypocrites. The German Nazis 

and the Russian Communists came very close to us in their methods, but they never had the courage to 

recognize their own motives. They pretended, perhaps they even believed, that they had seized power 

unwillingly and for a limited time, and that just around the corner there lay a paradise where human beings 

would be free and equal. We are not like that. We know what no one ever seizes power with the intention of 

relinquishing it. Power is not a means; it is an end. One does not establish a dictatorship in order to safeguard a 

revolution; one makes the revolution in order to establish the dictatorship. The object of persecution is 

persecution. The object of torture is torture. The object of power is power. Now you begin to understand me.” 

 

• “If you want to keep a secret, you must also hide it from yourself.” 

 

• “Of pain you could wish only one thing: that it should stop. Nothing in the world was so bad as physical pain. 

In the face of pain there are no heroes.” 

 

• “If both the past and the external world exist only in the mind, and if the mind itself is controllable - what 

then?” 


